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IMMEDIATE

No. EDN-HE (21)A(3)06/2020-V

Directorate of Higher Education

Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-1

Tel.0177-2653120 Extn. 234, Fax: 2812882, e-mail: dhe-sml- hp@ (Duov in

Dated: Shimla-1 the September, 2020
To
1, All the Principals
Govt./Pvt. Degree/ Skt. Colleges in,
Himachal Pradesh
2, All the Deputy Directors of Higher Education,
Himachal Pradesh
3. All the Deputy Directors of Elementar y Education,
Himachal Pradesh
4. All the Principals,
District Institute of Education and Training,
Himachal Pradesh
5. All the Principals/ Headmasters,
Government/Pvt. Sen. Sec./ High Schools in,
Himachal Pradesh
Subject;- Regarding Re-opening of Schools for Students of 9th to 12¢h

Classes on Voluntary Basis During Unlock-4 Period Outside the
Containment Zones.
In continuation to this Directorate letter of even number dated 19 09-
2020, it is once again reiterated that Standard Operating Procedure's circula ed by th
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Directorate of General of Health Services (EMR
Division) on 08-09-2020, for partial reopening of Educational Institutions for the Students
in the Stale on a voluntary basis, for taking guidance from their Teachers of their respective
Schools, should be followed and adhered strictly in letter & spirit. In addition to alou,:'ud it
will be the sole responsibility of the Head of the concerned Educational Il]blltUlIOI](S) to
ensure the following:- |
> Educational Institution(s) should be sanitized properly and thereafter also all
precautionary measures/steps regarding cleanliness/hygiene are (o be taken. At: the
entry point/ gate of the Educational Institutions, provision of hand wash/ sanitizer

should be made. Institutions shall be sanitized / disinfected every day.

Y

Mechanisms should be developed by the concerned Educational Institution, to
maintain the social distancing and to avoid the gathering in the Eduy wtu\mal

Institution. The CWSN students may be given extra care. All the hostels should be
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cleaned and sanitized and extra care should be given by hostel warden for the
cleanliness / sanitization of hostels.

> Signages / Posters should be displayed in the educational institution. Parents of the
Students must be asked to provide the masks to their ward.

» Those student having cold / cougl/ flue like symptoms should not be allowed in the

Educational Institution.

In view of above mentioned, you are directed to take further
necessary action in the matter accordingly and these directions/ instructions may also be
publicized widely for the information of Students and must be adhered strictly in letter and
spirit.

This must be given personal attention and top priority and any

laxity in the matter will be viewed seriously. (_\
Encls:-05 ﬂ%\/’_’”‘
—

(Dr. Amarjeet Kumar Sharma),

Director of Higher Education

Himachal Pradesh § fgjen f&3wmem I=ae) _,-_W.i
Endst. No. Even Dated Shimla-1 the September, 2020
Copy for information and necessary action is forwarded to:-
’ The Principgl Secretary (Education) to the Government & IHSEEC[M
Pradesh, Shimla-2.
The Director of Elementary Education, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-1
The State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, -Eimnchal Pradgsh.
Shimla-1. i i S
The Branch Officer, College Branch of this Directorate.
The Technical Officer, IT Cell, with the directions to upload this

letter on the Departmental website.
Guard file. (—\
thpe—=

Director of Higher Education,
Himachal Pradesh
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8" September, 2020
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
Directorate General of Health Services
(EMR Division)

SOP far partial reapening of Schools for students of g to 12 classes on a voluntary basis, for taking
guidance fram their teachprs: inthe context of COVID-19

1, Background

-2 e .
Government of India is following o phase-wise tnlocking of activitics. In days to come, this would alsy
involve partial resumplion of activities in schools for students of classes % o 12Mana voluntary basis,

for taking guidance from their teachers, This would be allowed from 21 September 2020.

2 Scope

'
This SOP outlines various generic precautionary mueasures to be adopled in additior to specific measures
to be Llaken when schools are permilting students (for 9% rg 124 class) in the specific context detajled at
para-1 above, (o prevent spread of COVIB-19, Al Slates/UTs are expectad to comply with the covip-19
velated guidelines jssue by Ministry of Home Affairs amd Ministry of Health & Farnily Welfare,

3. Ganeric Preventive Measures

The genaric preventive measures include simple public health measures that are to be folloved 1o reduce
the risk of COVID-19, These measures rieed (o e ohserved by al| (teachers, employees and studenls) in
these places at all times,
These include:

i Physical distancing of at least 6 fest to be followed @5 Tar as |
ii.  Usgof face covers/masks to be made mandatory.

easihle,

ilf. Frequent hand washing with soap {for at least 40-60s5econds) even when hainds

are notvisibly dirty,
Use af alcohol-based hand sanitizers (for at least 20 seconds)

can be done wherever feasille,
. Regpiratory atiquettes to be strictly followed., This involves strict practice of Covering one's moulth
and nose while coughing/sneczing with a tissue/hancikerchief/”nxe_ti elbow and disposing off used
Ussues properfy.
v, sell-rnanitoriip of health by all and reporting any illnass al (e zarliest,
i Spitting shall be steictly prohibited

vil, Installation & use of Aarogya Sety App may bo advised wherever foasible,

Papge 1ol s
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a)

All schools {with classes [¥ 1o X11) shall specifically ensure Lhe following arrangements
Online/distarice learning shail continue to be permitted and shall be enccuraged.

Students of class 9% to 12" shall be permitted to visit their school on voluntary basis for taking
guidance from their teachers. This will be subject t6 wiitten consent of thelr parents/guardians,
Such visits and teacher — student intersction must be orpanized in 3 stapgored nander.

Befare apening up of the schoal

Planning of reapening of school

i School cutside the containment zones only shall be allawed o apen Furthar, students,
leachers and emiployees living in contzinment zones will not be allowed (o actend the school
Students, teachers and employees shall alse be advised nat to visit areas falling within
containment zones,

ii. Prior to resumption of activities, all werk areas intended for teaching/demonstrations eic.,
including laboratories, other commen utifity areas shall be sznitized with 1% sodium
hypochlorite sclution, with particuiar sitention to frequently touched surfaces.

fii.  Schools that were used as quarantine centres will be properly sznitized 2nd deen cleaned

before partial functioning is resumed. Guidelines issued by Minisiry of Heslih & Family

Weilare for disinfection of common public places including offices may be referred ta in this

Guiduliuesondisinfc-ct!onoﬁ:ommon ublic lacesingcludingo
it onoicommanpubllicplacesincludingo

. The concerned teaching and non-teaching emp:’ﬁyee‘s (Up to 50 % of the strength} may be
called to schools for onling teaching/iele-counselling and related work,
W tudents from class 8™ to 12" wil] have the option of attending the classes remotely/vietually
or physically anlv on 3 voluntary basis for guidance from their teachers subjecl to written
. permiszion of parent / guardian,
vio  Instead of blometric attendance alternate arrangements for contactloss attendance shall he
made by the school administration.

vit. At 3l times, the teachers and students shall maintain a physizal distancing of & feet apart,

wherever [easible. Scheduling of activities and sealing plan shall be made accardingly.

viil. « " Ensure hand washing facilities along with provizion of suap.

ix. Far ensuring queue management, inside and cutside the premises, specific markings on the
floorwith a gap of 6 foa: may be made, Similarly, physical distancing shall also ba maintained
in stalf rooms, office aress (including reception area), and other places {miess, libraries,

cafeterias, etc.)

i
<

Meather parmitting, cutdoor spaces may be utilized for conducting leacher student
interactions, keeping in view the safaly and security of students and physical distancing
protocels,

Page 2 als



®io Assemblivs, sporls and events Lhat can lead ta avercrowding are strictly prahibilad.

%l The schoul should display State helpline numbers and alsa numbers of |ocal health authoritios
ele to teachers /students / employess to contactin case of any cmergency,

®ill, For :Jir-tond[iicmlng/vcmilntion, the guidelines of cpwo shall be follgwed which emphasizes
that the temiperalure selling of all air canditioning devices should e in the range of 24300
G, relative humidity should be in the range of 40-70%, intake of fresh air should be as much
as possible and cross ventilation should be adequate.

Riv, Lackers of students will remain in.use, as long as physical distancing and regular disinfection
Is maintained,

Ry, Gymnasiums shall follow WoHFwW guidelines {available al:
hltps:/ fwwewy, moh (v gov.in {p_c_iffGuia‘!elinesony_ggg_ins:@;g&;andv NINasiumsG3082020, pdi),
avi.  Swiriming Pogl {wherever dpplicable) shall remain dlosed.

b} Planning and scheduling of activities

All umployoes wha qre al higher risk e, older rnployees, pregnant employees anc amployees who

ffave underlylng medical canditions to take extra precaulions, They should preferably not be asposed

Lo any frant-line work requiring direct contact with the studenls. 5
'

iGOT online modules training course an ‘basic AWareness on Covip

(https<//d[ia5ha.gcw.in/igot/c-:\’pmn:‘courso/coursc/doj1301038997 1255296164)

May be undertaken,
by all employer and students during onling interactions or puidance Ses5i01s on Lhe first day.
£ B

c) Availability and management of supplies

1. Apprapriate back-up stock of personal prolection items like fyce covers/masks, visors, hand sanitizers
ele, shull be made available by management to the leachers znel employee,

if. Provide an adequate supply of thermal gups, aleehol wipes or 1% sodiun hypachlorile solytions and
disposable paper towels, seap, IEC malerials an covin,

fi.  Pulse oximeter Lo cheek oxypen saturation levols of any symptematic person must be arranged,

i, Eisure availability of sufficient covered dustbins and trash cans

v, Provisian for proper dispesal of ysed Personal protective ilems ang seneral waste in dceordance with

CPCB  puidelipes {available  at: mrm:{{cpcimic.inM;roazls/l”ro'uclsﬂoi\ja'.'tl\'c:utl;g\f_a_sﬂgi\ﬂ\»\g
SUIDELINES-COVID 1 pelf)

vi. Hauselkeeping employee to be infgrmed & trained aboul norms lor waste managemen & disposal

4,2 Alter opening of the schools

i) At the entry point

i Entrance (o have mandatory harl hygiene (sanitizer dispenser)

and thermal screening provisions.
Multiple gates/separata gates, if feasible, shouly |

e used for entey and exit,
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i.  Only asymptomatic persons (teache
2 teacher/employee/siudent is found to |
health center,

ili. Fdsters/standses on preventive measures about COVID-19 to be displayed
v.  Proper crowd menzgement in the parking lots, in corrid
physical distancing norms shall be organized.

¥.  Eniryofvisitors should be strictly regulated/restrictad,

b) Conduct of guidanca activities in the rooms or open spaces w

. Seating arrangement to ensvre a distance of 6 feet between chairs, desks ote.

fi. Stagsering of guidance activities to be done, with separate timing slots, to allow

dist2ncing and disinfection of classroom premises
iii.  The teaching faculty will ensure that they
tonduct of the teaching/zuidance activities,
. Sharing of iterns like ne
allowed.

themselves and studants we

tebook, pens/pencil, eraser, waler bottls ate. amongst st

¢} Conduct of skill based training in workshops/labaratories

e For practical activities in lzberatories maximum Capacity par s
may be plannced and scheduled accordingly.

if. Ensure that the equipiments h

ave been disinfocted, particularly the frequen
before and aftar each uss,

iii, Ensure a floor area of 4m’ per person is available

v, Ensure that members sanitize their hands befora and after ysi

purpese hand sanitizer shoyld be provided at warkstations/simulation lalis etc.
d) Activitles in common areas — library,
fe Physical distancing of & feet needs to be maintained
. Persons using the comnion areas need to use mask/face cover all the time
iii, Cafeteria/mess facility, if any within the premises, shall remain closed.
e) Transportation to and from the institution
If transportation facility is being managed by the schaol,
buses/other tranisport vehiclec (with 1% sadium hypochlorite) shatl e ensured,

.

5, Hygiene and Sanitation

i Baily cleaning of the floors shall be taken up.
i Provision of soap in toiless and hand sanitize

rsin other common areas in suffi
be ensured.

fii. Clezning and regular gisinfection (using 192 sedium hypachlarite of frequant
s g g ¥ g

[door knobys, clevator buttons, hand rails, chairs, &

-

32 symptomatiz, hefshe should bz referrad 1 ne

rs, employees and studenis) to be allowed in the premises, If

Arest

greminently,

ors and in elevators — duly following

ithin the school campus

for adeguate physical

ar masks throughout the

udents should noy be

essian based on redesigned spaces,

Uy touched surfazes

for working on equipment/work station.

ng training eguipment. For such

) mess/canteen, commeon rooms, gyimnasivm ete.

proper ghysical distancing, sanitization of

cient quantity must

Iy touched surfaces

enches, washroom fixtures, ele.! to be made
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mandatory inall class rooms, leborataries, lockers, parking areas, uther commuon areas etc, befur u
beginning of classes and at Lthe end of tha day,
fv. Tes

iching anaterials, camputers, laptaps, printers, shall ba disinfected with 70% alcuiol wipes.,

v, Deep cleaning of ail drinking and hand washing stations, washroams and lavataries shall be
ensured,
vi, students and employee should te advised 0 dispose of used face covers / masks in segarale

cavered bing placed in classrooms, wark stations and other comiman arcas, The same may remain
stared T Lthe bins for 3 doys and disposed of a5 dry general selid waste after culting/shredding,

vii. Students should not be invelved in any of the cloaning activities for iealth salely reasons.

6. Risk Communication N
i Create awareness to ensure the studenls to not gather whien leaving the schoal and o their free
time,
il Sensitize students, parents, teachers and employees to creute dwareness on COVID appropriale
behaviar, ns detailed under generic measures above:
iil. IFastudant, teacher or employee is sick, they should not come to the school and follow NeCeEssary
pprotocols in Lhis regard. "

F Psycho-soclal wellbeing .

i Ensure regular counseliing is dove for students and teachers reporting mental health issyes such
as andiely and depression,

i, Itis advisable thar teachors, schioal caunsellurs and school haalth workers should work in unison

W Ensure amotional safety of the students,

4. S0P ta be fallowed in case a student/teacher/employee develops symptoms (fever, cough,
difficulty in breathing)

I Place the il persan in a room or ares where they are isulaled from athers.
i Inform parents/guardians as the case may be,
iii. Patient will remain isolated while wearing a mask/lace cover Ul such e they are examined by
a doctor,
iv. Immediately inforn the nearest medical facility fhospital/clinic) or call the state or districl
helpline.
v, A risk assessment shall be undertaken by the desipnated public health ‘au{lmr\'w [distriet

RiT/treating physician) and accordingly Turther action be initialed regarding management of

case, their contacts and need for disinfectian,

v, Bisinfection of the preimises 1o be taken up if the person is found positive,
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